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Open Call for an International Forum
Say “NO” to Cyber-bullying

27-29.08.2011, Sofia

Context of this initiative

Last year, Foundation Madara-Bulgaria organized an International conference on the subject of improving school climate. The meeting of educators from 5 East and Central European countries became a pivotal event for the formation of an International network of educators “For a Better School Climate”. The aim of the network was to support an open debate on the improvement of school climate through person-to-person and collective exchange of creative solutions that empower teachers and principals to support better interpersonal relationships among students in schools. 
The positive feedback from the international meeting and follow-up network contacts prove that the selection of the target - educators from ex-socialist countries is of great consequence for reestablishing the contacts between professionals in the field of education in these countries in a new up-to-date perspective, because the societies in those countries went through similar process of transformation from socialism to democracy and faced similar challenges of dramatic collision between old and new values. 
Besides the bulling in schools, that we had discussed last year, another danger lies close to young people – the threat of cyber-bulling. 

International forum “Say “No” to Cyber-Bullying” aims at sharing good practices in fighting this new threat for children. The forum will be addressed to educators, parent’s associations, practitioners that are interested in sharing expertise on cyberbullying and coping with negative and enhancing positive uses of new technologies.  

Cyberbullying refers to bullying and harassment of others by means of new electronic technologies, primarily mobile phones and the internet. It has arisen and increased in the last few years. Researchers, pupils, parents, teachers, unions, and local, regional and national authorities, are all in various ways starting to grapple with the issues involved in cyberbullying, in consultation with mobile phone companies and internet service providers.  Sharing this isolated experience and presenting it to the attention to larger social groups is of great importance for the psychological well-being and communicational security of youth.   
Problems to be addressed:

Electronic aggression among youth

(a) What do we know from empirical findings about successful coping strategies against cyberbullying? 

(b) What guidelines against cyberbullying exist in different countries? 

(c) What topics to address in a Web site for prevention of cyber-bullying and support for bullied children. 
Topics to be discussed:

-Definition of Cyberbullying 

-Good practices of prevention and protection from Cyber bulling 

-The legal framework for cyberbullying 

- Police experiences with cyberbullying

-Engaging the Student Voice to reduce Cyberbullying 

-ISP and mobile phone companies:  rights and responsibilities with regard to cyberbullying   

Working language(s) and translation(s) 

Working language: English; Translation from/to Bulgarian

Participation 

Open to Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia.
1. Researchers and academics working on the problems of Definition & Measurement of Cyberbullying, Risk and Protective Factors, The Legal framework for cyberbullying, Police experiences with cyberbullying, Engaging the Student Voice to reduce Cyberbullying), 
2. Educators that have a highly effective practice with cyber-bullying, 
3. Representatives of parent’s associations who are interested in facing and dealing with this problem, 
4. Representatives of  ISP and mobile phone companies

Important dates:

Closing of Abstract submission: 5.06.2011
Abstracts: 300 words + CV (resume) up to 200 words

Conference fee: 
For paper-givers/ lecturers the attendance to the forum is free. Accommodation in a 4 stars hotel, meals and transport to and from Sofia -fully covered by the organizers.
There is a fee of 50 Euro for listeners (educators, representatives of parent’s associations and other stakeholders interested in the problem of Cyber-bullying). The fee is for conference materials, simultaneous translation from/to Bulgarian, two coffee breaks, two lunches in 4 stars hotel.

The accommodation for a single room in the conference venue in Sofia is 60 Euros per night.

There is an opportunity for fellowship  for listeners to support your travel, accommodations and food. If you need a support, please send us your request together with your abstract and short CV.

For more information do not hesitate to contact foundation_madara@yahoo.com
Tel +359 887 372 675
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